
Our d i rector  
was  present  
for  the  p lena-
ry  lecture  at  
the  Interna-
�onal  Soc iety  
of  Nephrology  
as  she was  
honoured for  
her  outstand-
ing  contr ibu-
�on for  de l iv -
er ing  the  
Hugh de War-
dener  Lecture  
“Cr ispCas9 
Therapy for  
S ick le  Ce l l  
D iseases:  How 
Do We Go 
f rom Discov-
ery  to  Equita-
b le  Avai labi l i -
ty  of  Gene 
Therapy for  
A l l”
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This  month,  members  
of  the  SPARCO-Niger ia  
(SPARC-Net)  led  by  the  
P I  par�c ipated in  the  
11th S ick le InAfr ica  
Consor�um mee�ng ,  
held  in  Mal i .  The gath-
er ing  brought  together  
de legates  f rom across  
Afr ica  and partner  or -
ganisa�ons,  prov id ing  
a  va luable  p la�orm to  
advance co l labora�ve 
research efforts .
The mee�ng agenda 
centred around re-
v iewing progress  on 

ongoing  studies ,  such 
as   the  cross-  consor-
�um implementa�on 
sc ience on Newborn 
Screening  us ing  DBS 
for  Po int  of  Care  test ,  
the  Malar ia  study  and 
other  cross-consor-
�um research.  Coun -
t r ies  presented find -
ings  and strateg ized 
future  d i rec�ons  for  
these  cr i�ca l  pro jects .  
Important ly,  the  d is -
cuss ions  a lso  empha-
s ised the cruc ia l  ro le  
of  pa�ent  engagement  

in  s ick le  ce l l  d isease  
(SCD)  management .
The consor�um mee�ng 
was  an overa l l  resound -
ing  success ,  enhanc ing  
stronger  connec�ons  
and a l ign ing  stakehold -
ers  towards  a  shared 
v is ion.  By  pool ing  ex -
per�se and resources  
across  the  con�nent ,  we 
can advance sc ience and 
medic ine  through break -
throughs  that  improve 
outcomes for  the  mi l -
l ions  affected by  SCD in  
Afr ica .

las�ng legacy  for  the  
univers i ty ' s  future  
development .  We at  
the  Centre  of  Exce l -
lence for  S ick le  Ce l l  
D isease  Research and 
Tra in ing  Univers i ty  of  
Abuja  (CESRTA)  are  
gratefu l  for  h is  unwav -
er ing  support .  

As Professor  Na'a l lah  
embarks  on the next  
chapter  of  h is  d is�n -
gu ished career,  we 
extend our  hear�elt  
wishes  for  h is  con�n -
ued success  and 
wel l -be ing.  May h is  
future  endeavors  be  as  
impac�ul  and insp i r ing  
as  h is  tenure  at  the  
Univers i ty  of  Abuja .
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Professor Abdulrasheed Na'allah's Tenure Ends 
community  landscape.  
Na'a l lah 's  key  achieve -
ments  inc lude boos�ng 
research output  
through promo�on of  
grant  wr i�ng and publ i -
ca�ons,  implemen�ng a  
student  work ing  
scheme for  prac�ca l  
exper ience,  establ i sh -

Professor  Abdulrash -
eed Na'a l lah  com -
pleted h is  five-year  
term as  V ice-Chan -
ce l lor  of  the  Univer -
s i ty  of  Abuja  on June 
30,  2024.  H is  leader-
sh ip  s ign ificant ly  im -
pacted the univers i -
ty ' s  academic  and 

ing  development  cen -
t res  for  ins�tu�onal  
advancement ,  and fos -
ter ing  a  st rong sense of  
community  through 
ac�ve involvement  in  
univers i ty  l i fe .  

Professor  Na'a l lah 's  
in i�a�ves  wi l l  leave a  
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able  ins ights  to  
fe l low pa�ents  and 
heal thcare  prov iders .  
The atmosphere  was  
fes�ve,  with  enjoy -
able  ac�v i�es  and 
refreshments  for  a l l  
a�endees.

Warriors  shared 
their  personal  ex-

per iences  and 
coping strategies ,  

offer ing invaluable  
ins ights  to  fe l low 

patients  and 
healthcare  provid -

ers .
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Vice-Chancellor Concludes

World Sickle Cell Day 2024:
Celebra�on and Outreach

On June 19,  our  Centre  
of  Exce l lence for  S ick le  
Ce l l  D isease  and Tra in -
ing  (CESRTA)  marked 
Wor ld  S ick le  Ce l l  Day  
with  a  ser ies  of  impact-
fu l  events  and ac�v i -
�es.

The day 's  events  co in -
c ided with  our  regular  
Wednesday  c l in ic ,  cre-
a�ng a  unique opportu -
n i ty  for  engagement .  
S ick le  ce l l  d isease  
(SCD)  warr iors  shared 
the ir  personal  exper i -
ences  and coping  strat -
egies ,  offer ing  inva lu -
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ITV
-  Recorded programs on 
C lass ic  FM and NTA 
channels
This  comprehens ive  
media  campaign s ign ifi -
cant ly  increased our  
c l in ic ' s  v i s ib i l i ty,  resu l t -
ing  in  new pa�ent  reg -
i st ra�ons  and height -
ened publ ic  awareness  
about  s ick le  ce l l  d is -

CESRTA representa -
�ves  conducted an 
extens ive  media  tour  
to  ra ise  awareness  
and d ispel  
long-standing  myths  
about  s ick le  ce l l  d is -
ease.  Our  outreach 
inc luded:
-  L ive  segments  on 
Raypower  FM,  Aso 
TV/Radio,  A IT,  and 

ease.
Our Wor ld  S ick le  Ce l l  
Day  ac�v i�es  exempl i fy  
CESRTA's  commitment  
to  pa�ent  support ,  
publ ic  educa�on,  and 
community  engage-
ment.  We con�nue to  
bui ld  on these  efforts  
to  improve the l ives  of  
those affected by  s ick le  
ce l l  d isease.
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