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At  CESRTA,  we’re  
proud to  host  the  
SPARC-TRAIN program,  
an NIH-funded in i�a -
�ve des igned to  pro -
v ide  cu�ng-edge re -
search t ra in ing  for  
qual ified ind iv iduals  at  
the  Univers i ty  of  Abuja  
(UoA) ,  the  Univers i ty  
of  Ibadan (UI ) ,  and 
Kwame Nkrumah Uni -
vers i ty  of  Sc ience and 
Technology  (KNUST)  in  
Ghana.  The program 
fosters  co l labora�on 
between ins�tu�ons  in  

Niger ia  and Ghana,  
offer ing  mentorsh ip ,  
educa�on,  and 
hands-on c l in ica l  re -
search opportuni�es  
to  a l l  t ra inees .
  
In  October  and No -
vember,  SPARC-TRAIN 
organized Mul�disc i -
pl inary  Tra in ing  Work -
shops  to  equip  hea l th-
care  workers  across  a l l  
leve ls—pr imary,  sec -
ondary,  and ter�ary  
care—with  essen�al  
sk i l l s  to  be�er  manage 

s ick le  ce l l  d isease  (SCD) .  
The hybr id  workshops  
a l lowed par�c ipants  to  
jo in  both  in  person and 
onl ine,  making  them 
access ib le  to  a  wider  
audience.
By  prov id ing  prac�ca l ,  
adaptable  t ra in ing  for  
hea l thcare  profess ion -
a ls ,  CESRTA i s  he lp ing  to  
strengthen the heal th  
system,  improve SCD 
care,  and create  las�ng 
change in  Niger ia  and 
beyond.

SPARC-TRAIN Program: Building Capacity for Sickle Cell Research and Care

PRESENTS

2 - DAY  W O R K S H O P  O N
M U LT I D I S C I P L I N A RY

T R A I N I N G  I N  S C D

ACUTE  COMPLICATIONS OF  SCD
THEME

RESOURCE PERSONS

P R O F  O B I AG E L I   E .  N N O D U ,  P R O F.  M A X W E L L  N W E G B U ,
P R O F  A L E X  O S E I - A KOT O ,  P R O F  F R E D  S A R F O ,

D R  A K I N Y E M I  O FA K U N R I N ,  D R  T E R K A A  AT I M ,  D R  H E Z E K I A H  I S A

28/11/2024 - 29/11/2024 9:00AM
ZOOM LINK: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81579831725?pwd=nCjQrnajKEVfs7a9tU2MY2985dblTh.1
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Sickle Pan-Africa 
Research Consortium 
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On November  3rd,  the  
CESRTA team extended 
i t s  commitment  to  
ear ly  s ick le  ce l l  d is -
ease detec�on 
through a  targeted 
outreach program at  
New Estate  Bap�st  
Church.  Th is  in i�a�ve 
exempl ifies  our  ongo -
ing  miss ion to  prov ide  
access ib le  hea l thcare  
serv ices  to  loca l  com -

muni�es .
The f ree  newborn 
screening  event  of -
fered parents  an  op-
portuni ty  to  know 
their  ch i ldren’s  geno -
type ear ly.  Thereby 
help ing  them make 
informed heal thcare  
dec is ions  in  the  
future.
Such communi -
ty-based screenings  

are  important  in  br idg -
ing  hea l thcare  gaps ,  
increas ing  awareness ,  
and prov id ing  proac�ve 
medica l  interven�ons.  
Our team remains  dedi -
cated to  reaching  fami -
l ies  across  d ifferent  
community  se�ngs,  
ensur ing  that  every  
ch i ld  has  the  chance 
for  ear ly  detec�on and 
op�mal  care .

than just  a  co l lec�on 
of  b lood uni ts ;  they  
represent  hope,  so l i -

ference in  hea l thcare  
support .

NOVEMBER
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Newborn Screening Outreach

CESRTA Blood Drive

dar i ty,  and the tang ib le  
ways  ind iv iduals  can 
make a  meaningfu l  d i f -

group of  donors ,  h igh-
l igh�ng the co l lec�ve 
sp i r i t  of  g iv ing  and 
compass ion.
Our  b lood dr ive  
achieved s ign ificant  
milestones ,  wi th  a  mix  
of  first-�me and return -
ing  donors  contr ibu�ng 
to  th is  l i fe-sav ing  in i�a -
�ve.  The enthus ias�c  

On November  29,  
2024,  CESRTA con -
ducted a  cr i�ca l  
b lood dona�on dr ive  
that  underscored the 
importance of  com -
munity  involvement  
in  hea l thcare  sup -
port .  The event  suc -
cessfu l ly  brought  
together  a  d iverse  

par�c ipa�on,  par�cu -
lar ly  f rom first-�me 
donors ,  demonstrated 
growing awareness  
about  the  ro le  of  b lood 
dona�on in  suppor�ng 
medica l  t reatments  and 
emergency  care .
These community-dr iv -
en efforts  are  more 



than just  a  co l lec�on 
of  b lood uni ts ;  they  
represent  hope,  so l i -

and opportuni�es  for  
soc ia l  connec�on,  cre -
a�ng a  ba lanced env i -
ronment  of  learn ing  
and ce lebra�on.  These 
gather ings  are  more 
than just  par -

cholog ica l  wel l -be -
ing 's  impact  on qual -
i ty  of  l i fe

Interspersed with  
educa�onal  moments  
were engaging  games 

ference in  hea l thcare  
support .

�es—they 're  affirma -
�ons  of  res i l ience,  
hope,  and co l lec�ve 
strength.

l ies ,  careg ivers ,  phys i -
c ians ,  and our  dedicat -
ed team members  in  a  
powerfu l  d isp lay  of  
community  so l idar i ty.

Beyond the fes�ve at -
mosphere  and del ic ious  
meals ,  the  event  served 
a  cruc ia l  purpose of  
ho l i s�c  pa�ent  support .  

On November  30th,  
CESRTA hosted a  
v ibrant  ce lebra�on 
honor ing  our  s ick le  
ce l l  warr iors—a re -
markable  event  that  
beau�fu l ly  b lended 
educa�on,  support ,  
and joy.  The gather -
ing  brought  together  
pa�ents ,  the i r  fami -

Informa�ve sess ions  
explored cr i�ca l  as -
pects  of  s ick le  ce l l  d is -
ease  management ,  in-
c luding:

-  Strateg ies  for  medica -
�on adherence
-  Nutr i�on's  ro le  in  
pa�ent  hea l th
-  Understanding  psy -
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CESRTA End  of the year party 
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Empowering the Warrior Within; Building
Self-confidence and Awareness for Warriors
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