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On Ju ly  25th,  2024,  we 
conducted a  compre-
hens ive  stakeholders  
workshop for  the  AC-
CELERATE project  
(mAnaging  s iCk le  CEL l  
d isEase  through in-
cReased adopTion of  
hydroxyurEa) .  The 
workshop prov ided 
par�c ipants  with  
in -depth ins ights  into  
the  program's  study  
des ign and implemen-
ta�on strateg ies .  

The ACCELERATE proj -
ect  i s  set  to  increase  
the use  of  Hydroxy-
urea  in  the  manage-
ment  of  S ick le  Ce l l  
Disease  pa�ents  
across  Niger ia .  Hy-
droxyurea has  been 
establ i shed as  an  ef -
fec�ve drug in  the  
management  of  S ick le  
Ce l l  D isease  which 
reduces  episodes  of  
cr i ses  and hospi ta l i za-
�on in  pa�ents  but  i t s  

use in  Niger ia  has  been 
low cons ider ing  i ts  ben-
efits .  Th is  wi l l  have the 
effect  of  educa�ng pa -
�ents ,  careg ivers  and 
heal thcare  workers  
more about  Hydroxy-
urea,  and a lso  address-
ing  factors  that  are  l im-
i�ng  i ts  adop�on in  pa -
�ent  care .  

ACCELERATE Stakeholders Workshop



The Pa�ent-Centred 
S ick le  Ce l l  D isease  
Management  in  
Sub-Saharan Afr ica  
(PACTS)  hosted a  
t ransforma�ve capac i -
ty  st rengthening  
workshop at  the  Uni -
vers i ty  of  Abuja  Main  
Campus on August  
23rd,  2024.

Themed "Dr iv ing  In-
novation in  S ick le  Ce l l  
Care:  St rengthening 
Capac i ty  for  Better  
Patient  Outcome,"  the  
workshop del ivered 

remarkable  resu l ts :
1. Par�c ipants  devel -

oped a  deeper  un-
derstanding  of  pa-
�ent-centered 
s ick le  ce l l  d isease  
management  ap-
proaches .

2. Each par�c ipa�ng 
s i te  cra�ed spec ia l -
i zed ac�on p lans  to  
address  the i r  
un ique reg ional  
cha l lenges .

3. The workshop s ig-
nificant ly  enhanced 
co l labora�on be -
tween heal thcare  

prov iders  and com-
munity  stakeholders ,  
thereby promo�ng a  
more hol i s�c  care  
model .

Th is  workshop marks  a  
s ign ificant  mi lestone in  
improv ing  SCD care  in  
Niger ia .  By  foster ing  
col labora�on between 
heal thcare  prov iders  
and communi�es ,  
PACTS i s  pav ing  the  way 
for  innova�ve,  pa -
�ent-centered ap -
proaches  to  managing  
s ick le  ce l l  d isease.

grant .  The in i�a�ve 
focused on empower-
ing  hea l thcare  workers  
with  advanced sk i l l s  in  
s ick le  ce l l  d isease  
newborn screening.
The workshop y ie lded 
two s ign ificant  out -
comes:
• Heal thcare  workers  

were  equipped with  
advanced sk i l l s :  Par-
�cipants  ga ined 
hands-on tra in ing  
and exper�se in  
newborn screening  

comprehens ive  
care ,  thereby s ig-
nificant ly  improv -
ing  the i r  chances  
of  thr iv ing .

By  empower ing  these  
f ront l iners  with  the  
tools  and exper�se 
they  need,  we con-
�nual ly  grow c loser  
to  a  br ight  and 
heal thy  future  for  
Golden Babies  and 
Warr iors .
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Building Capacity for Pa�ent-Centered Care

Newborn Screening Skills Enhancement

techniques  and pa-
�ent  management ,  
enabl ing  them to  
detect  and prov ide  
h igh-qual i ty  care  to  
newborns  with  s ick le  
ce l l  d isease.

• Effec�ve fo l low-up 
care  establ i shed:  The 
workshop resul ted in  
the  establ i shment  of  
seamless  fo l low-up 
processes .  These 
processes  wi l l  ensure  
that  iden�fied babies  
rece ive  �mely  and 

Newborn Screening  in  
Afr ica  (CONSA) ,  suc-
cessfu l ly  executed a  

The CESRTA team,  
under  the  umbrel la  
of  the  Consor�um on 

t ra in ing  workshop sup-
ported by  the  Br isto l  
Myers  Squibb (BMS)  
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C .  Ndubis i ,  a  600- leve l  
Medic ine  and Surgery  
student
-  F i rst  P lace  (V ideo Cat-
egory) :  Anne�e Yakubu,  
a 300- leve l  Medic ine  
and Surgery  student

On September  2 ,  2024,  
both  winners  were  hon-
ored with  monetary  
rewards .  Moreover,  
they  wi l l  co l laborate  
d i rect ly  with  CESRTA to  
refine the ir  submis -
s ions ,  prepar ing  them 
for  broader  publ ic  d is -
semina�on as  part  of  

ry.
The judging  commit-
tee,  composed of  Dr.  
Hezek iah I sah,  Dr.  
Rukkayat  Ibrahim,  Ms 
I jeoma Udeozo and 
Dr.  Ke lechi  
Obi -Nwaigwe,  eva lu-
ated submiss ions  
based on crea�vi ty,  
impact ,  and poten�al  
to  dr ive  publ ic  en-
gagement .

Compe��on High -
l ights :
-  F i rst  P lace  ( J ing les  
Category) :  Anthony 
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our  ongoing  s ick le  ce l l  
newborn screening  
awareness  campaign.

CESRTA recognises  the  
poten�al  of  young 
leaders  to  champion 
meaningfu l  change.  By  
partner ing  with  univer-
s i ty  students ,  we're  
foster ing  a  movement  
of  informed advocates  
who wi l l  ampl i fy  the  
importance of  newborn 
screening  and s ick le  
ce l l  d isease  awareness .

pe��on on November  5 ,  
2023.  The compe��on 
inv i ted univers i ty  stu-
dents  to  develop com-
pel l ing  j ing les  and sk i ts  

In  a  p ioneer ing  in i -
�a�ve to  ra ise  com -
munity  awareness ,  
CESRTA launched a  
crea�ve media  com -

promo�ng newborn 
screening  for  s ick le  ce l l  
d isease  across  Pr imary  
Heal th  Centres  in  the  
Federa l  Capi ta l  Terr i to-
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CESRTA Media Compe��on: Amplifying Sickle Cell Awareness
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