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Owusu,  and Dr.  
Manmak Mamven 
whose ins ights  sparked 
though�ul  d iscuss ion 
and prac�ca l  learn ing.  
The workshop ad-
dressed cr i�ca l  knowl -

edge gaps  in  managing  
complex  compl ica�ons  
of  s ick le  ce l l  d isease,  
par�cular ly  in  repro -
duc�ve heal th ,  ne -
phrology,  and pulmon -
ology.  I t  was  an im -

pac�ul  event  as  th is  
mul�disc ip l inary  ap -
proach to  SCD tra in ing  
represents  a  s ign ificant  
step forward in  bui ld ing  
comprehens ive  hol i s�c  
care  across  Afr ica .
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The S ick le  Pan-Afr ica  
Research Consor�um 
TRAINing  
(SPARC-TRAIN)  suc -
cessfu l ly  hosted a  
comprehens ive  mul� -
disc ip l inary  t ra in ing  
workshop on S ick le  
Ce l l  D isease  on Apr i l  
24th,  2025.  The hybr id  
format  event  brought  
together  hea l thcare  
profess ionals  and re -
searchers  to  advance 

knowledge and c l in ica l  
prac�ce in  SCD man -
agement  across  mul� -
ple  medica l  spec ia l -
�es.  
The t ra in ing  focused 
on v i ta l  aspects  of  SCD 
care,  inc luding:
Reproduc�ve Heal th  in  
Women with  SCD
Maternal  and Gynae -
colog ica l  Heal th
Preconcep�on Coun -

se l l ing
Pregnancy  and SCD
Gynaecolog ica l  I ssues  in  
SCD
Renal  Compl ica�ons
Chronic  Pulmonary  Com -
pl ica�ons
Par�c ipants  had the 
pr iv i lege  of  learn ing  
f rom renowned experts  
such as  Emer i tus  Profes -
sor  Oladosu Ojengbede,  
Dr.  Sandra  Kwarteng 
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ACCELERATE Implementa�on Strategy and Stakeholders Workshop
vancement .
Exc i�ng Sess ion High -
l ights :
Strategic  Activi ty  
Rev iew & Ins ights  The 
teams del ivered com -
pel l ing  overv iews of  
the i r  remarkable  prev i -
ous  ac�v i�es ,  showcas -
ing  the  incredib le  prog -
ress  be ing  made across  
mul�ple  f ronts  in  SCD 
management .
Cross-Team Exper ience  
Exchange  Par�c ipants  
engaged in  dynamic  
exper ience-shar ing  ses -
s ions ,  wi th  teams f rom 
both PAC and SBA net -

The Pa�ent-Centered 
S ick led Cel l  D isease  
Management  in  
Sub-Sahara  Afr ica  
(PACTS)  program 
ign i ted co l labora�on 
and innova�on 
dur ing  the i r  energ iz -
ing  PAC/SBA jo int  
quarter ly  mee�ng on 
May 9th!  Th is  pow -
er-packed sess ion 
brought  together  
pass ionate  teams 
f rom across  the  
reg ion,  crea�ng a  
v ibrant  forum for  
knowledge shar ing  
and strateg ic  ad -

works  exchanging  in -
va luable  ins ights ,  best  
prac�ces ,  and break -
through moments  that  
are  reshaping  pa�ent  
care  approaches .
Community  Impact  As-
sessment  The mee�ng 
featured comprehen -
s ive  measur ing  of  com -
munity  ac�v i�es  and 
outcomes,  demonstrat -
ing  the  rea l -wor ld  
impact  of  the i r  pa -
�ent-centered in i�a -
�ves  and ce lebra�ng 
the pos i�ve changes  
be ing  achieved at  the  
grassroots  leve l .

Root  Cause  Analys is  
Innovation  Teams con -
ducted an ins igh�ul  
root  cause analys is  
us ing  the  powerfu l  
fishbone analys is  
methodology,  d iv ing  
deep into  cha l lenges  
and systema�cal ly  
iden�fy ing  pathways  
to  enhanced SCD man -

ter ly  mee�ng re in -
forced the strong 
co l labora�ve sp i r i t  
that  dr ives  the  PACTS 
program's  miss ion to  
t ransform pa�ent  
outcomes through 
innova�ve,  communi -
ty-centered ap -
proaches .

agement  so lu�ons.
Col labora�ve Momen -
tum:
The teams con�nue to  
work  together  with  
renewed energy  and 
shared v is ion,  forg ing  
ahead to  further  revo-
lu�onize  SCD manage -
ment  across  Sub-Saha -
ran Afr ica .  Th is  quar -
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The Global  Congress  
on S ick le  Ce l l  D isease  
(SCD)  represents  a  
landmark  event  in  the  
interna�onal  SCD ca l -
endar,  br ing ing  to-
gether  researchers ,  

2010,  Afr ica  hosted 
the 5th  Global  Con -
gress ,  tak ing  p lace  in  
Niger ia .  Th is  h istor ic  
return  underscored 
the con�nent 's  cen -
t ra l  ro le  in  address -

c l in ic ians ,  advocates ,  
and stakeholders  f rom 
around the wor ld  to  
acce lerate  progress  in  
the  fight  aga inst  s ick le  
ce l l  d isease.
For  the  first  �me s ince  

proaches  to  care
Research methodolo -
gies  and best  prac�ces
A s ign ificant  mi lestone 
was  reached when the 
Minister  of  Heal th  and 
Soc ia l  Wel fare  an -
nounced the e leva�on 
of  the  Center  of  Exce l -
lence for  S ick le  Ce l l  
D isease  Research and 
Tra in ing  in  Abuja  to  the  
Na�onal  Center  of  Ex -
ce l lence for  S ick le  Ce l l  
D isease  Research and 
Tra in ing.  Th is  upgraded 
fac i l i ty  wi l l  coordinate  
research and tra in ing  

ing  s ick le  ce l l  d is -
ease,  which  d ispro -
por�onate ly  affects  
popula�ons  of  Afr i -
can descent  wor ld -
wide.
With  a  st rong em-
phas is  on innova�on,  
inc lus ion,  and inter -
disc ip l inary  co l labo -
ra�on,  the  Congress  
featured cu�ng-edge 
d iscuss ions  around:
C l in ica l  t r ia l s  and 
emerg ing  therapies
Healthcare  de l ivery  
systems and access
Pa�ent-centered ap -

in i�a�ves  in  s ick le  ce l l  
d isease  across  Niger ia ,  
mark ing  a  major  step 
forward in  the  coun -
t ry 's  commitment  to  
address ing  th is  cr i�ca l  
hea l th  cha l lenge.
The Congress  re in -
forced the g lobal  com -
mitment  to  advanc ing  
s ick le  ce l l  d isease  re -
search,  t reatment ,  and 
pa�ent  advocacy,  wi th  
par�cular  emphas is  on 
strengthening  heal th -
care  systems in  reg ions  
most  affected by  the  
condi�on.
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